
 
 

Environmental Ethics 
PHIL 209 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
To gain a familiarity with moral issues associated with the natural environment, and human 
interaction with nature and non-human animals. 
To increase critical thinking skills by learning to analyze arguments. 
To increase ability to express ideas in written form, both in essays and in shorter, concise 
answers to homework questions. 

 
Assignments 
25% a 4-6 page paper.  
 
25% a 4-6 page paper.  
 
25% final exam.  The final exam will be held during the examination period, at the time 
specified by the registrar.  It will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  Do not 
assume that this means the exam will be easy. 
 
10% contributions to class.  You grade on this will be based on how much your presence adds to 
or subtracts from the class.  If you regularly bring up interesting points or useful questions and 
steer the class in a positive direction, you’ll receive a high grade.  If you regularly disrupt class, 
sleep during class, arrive late, steer class discussions onto irrelevant topics, or generally 
diminish the quality of the class, you’ll get a low grade.  If you come regularly and seem to 
mostly pay attention, you’ll get a medium grade (in the mid to upper 70s).  Note that your 
participation grade is separate from the deductions that you can get from your overall course 
grade if you disrupt class (I discuss this below).   
 
15% short assignments.  You’ll have approximately fifteen to twenty short assignments of 
various kinds—writing VERY short answers outside of class to questions I ask about the 
readings, doing in-class short writing assignments to help initiate discussion, or quizzes.  Short 
assignments will usually just be given a grade of  √ , or a 0 if you don’t turn it in, or sometimes a  
+ or a  -- .  If you get solid grades of  √  on the assignments, this amounts to a grade of  78.   
 Because of the nature of these short assignments, you will NOT be allowed to make 
them up.  But instead, you will be allowed to drop your two lowest short assignment grades.  
This dropping of two grades is NOT a way to let you skip assignments for no good reason, but 
rather a way to build in a way for you to miss some assignments without penalty if you have a 
good reason.  So please don’t ask to make up a short assignment. But if you have an extended 
medical problem or other emergency that will cause you to miss a lot of assignments, talk to me 
as soon as you recognize the problem (not, e.g. three weeks later).  For some assignments, it also 
will be possible to turn them in early if you know you can not come to class for some good 
reason.   
 
LATE WORK:  As mentioned above, short assignments will not be accepted late.  Papers will 
be accepted late, but 3 points will be deducted for each day it is late (each day, including 
weekends, not just class days), unless the lateness is prearranged or excused. 
 
Disruptive Behavior 
 
Each time I must ask a specific student to stop disrupting class, one point will be deducted from 
that student’s overall grade for the course.  This is besides the fact that your grade for class 
contribution will be affected if you disrupt the class.  For more details on possible grade 



penalties for inappropriate behavior, see the separate sheet that I will hand out on the first day of 
class.  You must sign that separate sheet and return it to me, or you will be dropped from the 
course. 

 
 
TOPICS 
 
1. Attitude to Nature 
 
Readings: 
 

    1.  Lynn White “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis.” 
 
    2.  Lewis W. Moncarief, “The Cultural Basis of Our Environmental Crisis”. 
 

 
1. Ethics, Economics, and the Environment 
 

         Readings: 
 

1. Mark Sagoff, “At the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, or Why Political  
                        Questions are not all Economic.” 

 
2. The Environment and Future Generations 
 
Readings: 
 

1. Robert Heilbroner, “What has Posterity Ever Done for Me.” 
 

2. Gregory Kavka,  “The Futurity Problem.” 
 

3. Environmentalism and Animal Rights 
 
Readings: 
 

1. Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal.” 
 

2. J. Baird Callicott, “Animal Liberation:  A Triangular Affair.” 
 
 

4. The Land Ethic and Biocentric Egalitarianism 
 
Readings: 
 

1. Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic.” 
 

2. Paul Taylor, “Biocentric Egalitarianism.” 
 

5. Aesthetics and the Natural Environment 
 
Readings: 
 

1. M. Budd, “The Aesthetic Appreciation of Nature.” 
 

2. A. Carlson, “Appreciation and Natural Environment.” 



 
6. The Value of Natural Objects 
 
Readings: 
 
      1.   Robert Elliot, “Faking Nature.” 

 
 
7. Environmentalism and the Preservation of Species 
 
Readings: 
 
      1.   Elliot Sober, “Philosophical Problems for Environmentalism,” 
 
      2.   Lilly-Marlene Russow, “Why Do Species Matter?” 
 
8. Global Environmental Justice 
 
Readings: 
 
      1. Dale Jamieson, “Global Environmental Justice.” 
 

 
9. Ecofeminism 

 
Readings: 
 
 1. Val Plumwood, “Nature, self, and Gender: Feminism.” 


